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Background 
HELCOM HABITAT 16-2014 was held 13-16 May in Gothenburg, Sweden. The Meeting was attended by 

participants from Estonia, Finland, Germany, Russia, and Sweden.  

The Meeting discussed the modernization of the HELCOM MPA database and supported in general the option 

of developing the database at HELCOM Secretariat. The Meeting agreed that the next assessment of 

ecological coherence should be postponed until the database and criteria for the assessment have been 

developed. The Meeting also agreed to establish an intersessional Task Group, coordinated through the 

Secretariat by Ms. Janica Borg, to take forward issues related to HELCOM MPAs including the modernization 

of the database, assessment criteria for ecological coherence and possible future assessment of management 

plans and management effectiveness. A timetable and plan for the work of the Task Group was agreed at the 

Meeting (Annex 1).  

The Meeting provided comments to the two draft HELCOM Recommendations “Protection of Baltic Sea 
species in danger of becoming extinct according to the HELCOM Red List” and “Protection of Baltic Sea 
underwater biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes at risk of collapse according to the HELCOM Red List” 
that was prepared by Germany in advance of the meeting. A time-table for finalizing the Recommendations 
for adoption at HELCO 35-2015 was agreed (Annex 2). 

 

Action required 
 

The Meeting is invited to: 

- endorse the establishment of an intersessional Task Group on HELCOM MPAs and the work plan 

contained in Annex 1. 

- take note of the ongoing work and time plan for adopting new HELCOM Recommendation on the 

protection of species, biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes. 

 

http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/HABITAT%2016-2014-104/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20HABITAT%2016-2014.pdf
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Extracts from  
HELCOM HABITAT 16-2014, 13-16 May 2014, Gothenburg, Sweden 

Modernisation of the protected areas database and assessment of status of HELCOM MPAs 
network 

The Meeting 

 took note of the Modernization of HELCOM MPA database and discussed the two options for database 
development included in the document. 

 agreed on the importance of being able to modify the structure of the database according to HELCOM 
needs, including linking to HELCOM GIS, and therefore supported in general the option of developing the 
database at HELCOM Secretariat. The Meeting also underlined that if this option was finally decided on, 
the development should consider facilitating the reporting of Contracting Parties that are also partners 
of the OSPAR convention. 

 took note of the information by Professional Secretary that at the moment no funding is available for the 
development of the database, or other planned activities related to MPAs, and that the Secretariat 
intends to coordinate an application to the Nordic Council of Ministers. The focus of the application will 
differ depending on whether or not funds for the database would be available at the time of application. 

 was of the opinion that the database could possibly be co-funded by the Contracting Parties and 
welcomed the willingness of Finland and Sweden to report on the possibility to co-fund the work to the 
Secretariat (ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) as soon as possible. 

 took note of the document on Assessment of ecological coherence of the network of HELCOM MPAs.  

 took note of the report on the Marine Expert Group Meeting held in Brussels 6 May 2014, presented by 
Mr. Jan Ekebom, Finland, who attended the Workshop on behalf of HELCOM. DG ENV have approved 
that a consortium of DELTARES (The Netherlands), SYKE (Finland), AZTI (Spain/Baskia) and HCMR 
(Greece) take on the service request “To develop the harmonised methodology for the evaluation by the 
European Commission of the coherence, adequacy and representativity of the EU networks of MPAs”. 
The purpose of the MEG meeting was to give feedback to the report produced by the consortium, namely 
“Analysis and comparison of criteria used by Member States for establishing coherent, adequate and 
representative networks of marine protected areas” and provide guidance for the consortium’s 
remaining work on the before mentioned topic.   

 took note of the comment by Germany recalling that HELCOM and OSPAR have jointly developed criteria 
for the assessment of ecological coherence 10 years ago, and that the last HELCOM assessment was 
based on these criteria. The Meeting further noted that in the context of the MSFD, representativity and 
ecological coherence are regarded as two different things to be assessed separately and are therefore 
not in line with the criteria used in the previous assessment of ecological coherence of the HELCOM MPA 
network.  

 discussed the importance of harmonising the HELCOM and MSFD work and that HELCOM should aim at 
providing input to the EU guidelines. The Meeting further noted that an updated report by the earlier 
mentioned Consortium will be ready in autumn 2014 while the final product will be available in the end 
of 2014. 

 agreed that criteria for the assessment of ecological coherence should be discussed together with other 
aspects of MPAs e.g. database, status of protection of species and habitats, implementation of the 
recommendation and reporting of the recommendation.  

 noted the comment by Project Researcher pointing out that only four new MPAs have been nominated 
compared to the situation during the last assessment made in 2010 and agreed that the next assessment 
of ecological coherence should be postponed until the database and criteria for the assessment have 
been developed. 

http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/HABITAT%2016-2014-104/default.aspx
mailto:ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi
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Management plans for Marine Protected Areas 

The Meeting 

 took note of the Review of management plans of HELCOM MPAs and considered the proposal to review 
the existing management plans for marine protected areas. 

 stressed that the content for the review of management plans should be clarified at an early stage so 
that the database can be structured to contain all relevant information. 

 took note of the proposal by Germany to assess management effectiveness as discussed in OSPAR. This 
approach does not include reviewing the actual management plans, but is based on monitoring data, or 
when data is not available on expert judgement to assess the achievement of conservation objectives. 
The Meeting noted the point raised by Germany that a potential assessment of management 
effectiveness would also benefit from being taken into account when defining the content of the new 
HELCOM MPA database. 

 welcomed the report by OCEANA “Management matters: Ridding the Baltic Sea of paper parks” giving 
an overview of the management status of marine protected areas in the Baltic Sea. 

 supported in general a future review of MPA management plans, however took note of the opinion of 
Denmark, provided in writing, that Denmark is not prepared to support such assessment at this time 
point.  

 agreed to establish an intersessional Task Group, coordinated through the Secretariat by Ms. Janica Borg, 
to take forward issues related to HELCOM MPAs including the modernization of the database, 
assessment criteria for ecological coherence and possible future assessment of management plans and 
management effectiveness, and agreed on a timetable and plan for the work of the Task Group. The Task 
Group is to report to HELCOM HABITAT. The Meeting agreed that nominations to the Task Group are to 
be submitted by 31 May 2014 to janica.borg@helcom.fi. 

 agreed to ask relevant expertise from the OSPAR Secretariat when discussing development of the 
database. 

 

HELCOM Recommendation on conservation plans for species, habitats and biotopes which are at risk of 
extinction by 2015 

- The Meeting welcomed the draft HELCOM Recommendations on protection of species, biotopes, 
habitats and biotope complexes, as presented by Ms. Maike Kramer, Germany (documents 4-3, 4-3-
Rev.1, 4-4, 4-4-Rev.1 to HABITAT 16-2014) and thanked Germany for the extensive work done. 

- The Meeting agreed to organise a drafting group to provide further comments on the two draft 
Recommendations, pointing out that specific comments will have to be gathered nationally and 
provided at a later stage. The drafting group was chaired by Germany and consisted of Estonia, 
Finland, Germany and Sweden. The drafting group provided comments and a tentative time-table 
for continued work as included in Annex 3 of the Outcome of HABITAT 16-2014. 

- The Meeting took note that Germany had limited possibilities to take forward the development of 
the Recommendations beyond the 2nd draft to be prepared by 30 June according to the tentative 
time-table. The Meeting encouraged other countries to take the Lead on continued development of 
the recommendations and inform the Secretariat by 31 May 2014. 

Assessment of the risk of extinction of species and collapse of biotopes and habitats 

- The Meeting agreed that comprehensive reviews of the Checklists of macrospecies should be made 
as part of an initial phase of HELCOM Red List assessments. 

mailto:janica.borg@helcom.fi
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- The Meeting discussed the process and timing of the future HELCOM Red List assessments and noted 
that according to the Roadmap of HELCOM activities the next planned assessment was scheduled to 
be carried out in 2018-2019 and thereafter based on a 12-year assessment cycle as proposed by the 
Red List Steering group (RED LIST 5/2013). 

- The Meeting verified the plan to produce the next Red List assessment by end of 2019 and agreed 
that the comprehensive review and update of the checklists should be made as part of an initial 
phase of the next assessment, meaning that the next Red List assessment should aim to start in 2017. 

- The Meeting was of the opinion that the Red List Assessment should be produced at least every 12 
years. 

- The Meeting further noted that the next Red List assessment will not be finalised before the next 
MSFD Initial assessment taking place in 2018 but emphasised that in the future it is relevant to align 
the Red List assessment to the MSFD and other international legislation and reporting demands. The 
Meeting agreed to return to the issue of timing of the updating cycle in the next meeting of the 
group. The Meeting further agreed to discuss a project description and funding for the next Red List 
assessment at the next meeting of the group. 
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Annex 1 Timetable and plan for the work for the Intersessional Task 

Group for HELCOM MPAs 
 

Task: 

- definition of criteria for future assessments of ecological coherence, and management plans and 

their effectiveness 

- definition of requirements for modernizing the HELCOM MPA database based on inter alia these 

criteria  

 

Timing and organization of work: 

- meetings will be coordinated by the Secretariat 

- nominations by Contracting Parties submitted by end of May 2014 to: Janica.borg@helcom.fi  

- work to be carried out mainly through e-mail and Skype meetings or other appropriate solutions 

- e-mail communication to plan the work in June 

- first Skype meetings tentatively in early September 

- first intersessional report to HABITAT in end of October 

 

First steps of work: 

- agree between the two database options (document 4-2) 

- define purpose of the database i.e. which type of analyses it should support.  

- review the content of the database taking into account  

o other reporting demands i.e. MSFD, OSPAR, BD, HD.  

o criteria, data and information needs to assess ecological coherence 

o criteria, data and information needs to analyse management plans and management 

effectiveness 

  

mailto:Janica.borg@helcom.fi
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Annex 2 Timetable for prepare final draft Recommendations on 

protection of species, biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes for 

adoption at HELCOM 36 
 

14 May 2014  First draft presented at HABITAT 16-2014 

30 June 2014  2nd draft sent to HABITAT contacts based on comments from HABITAT 16 

31 August 2014 Comments deadline on 2nd draft 

21 September 2014 Third draft ready 

21 October 2014 Comments deadline on 3rd draft 

18 November 2014 Fourth and final draft ready (Deadline for submitting docs to HOD47 meeting) 

9-10 December 2014 HOD 47-2014  

2-4 March 2015 HELCOM 36-2015  

 

 

 


